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ABSTRACT
Solanum tuberosum L. is susceptible to 40 different virus species and 2 viroids. To prevent plant viruses
from spreading in field conditions, it is necessary to have reliable data on the species composition of plant
reservoirs of viral infection, the total activity of insect vectors, and possible ways of virus transmission in a
particular territory of seed material production. Attention should be paid to the factors that facilitate and hin-
der the disease development in crops and to disease symptoms in different potato varieties. Manifestations
of viral infections were monitored on every plant from the sample at the stages of initial growth, bud forma-
tion, and flowering and before the removal of potato haulms. Insects were collected using standard ento-
mological method. The total RNA was isolated employing commercial kits for the extraction of nucleic acids
from plant material “PhytoSorb” (Syntol Llc) and the benchtop automated extraction instrument KingFisher
Flex (ThermoScientific) with magnetic particles. Plant viral infection was observed to accumulate if potato
planting material was not renewed. The tested potato plants contained mixed viral infection, which consist-
ed of viruses from mosaic group: PVY, PVX, PVM, PVS PVA, as well as PSTVd and PLRV. Without the
renewal of seed potatoes, the concentration of plant viruses in an agroecosystem rises and causes second-
ary infections in potato plants. The research identified the main insect-vectors in the agroecosystem of
potato fields: insects from genera Cicadella, Henosepilachna vigintioctomaculata, Dolycoris baccarum,
Mythimna separata, Lygus pratensis, and Rhopalosiphum padi. Many wild weeds serve as fodder plants for
insect vectors facilitating the accumulation of plant viruses in agroecosystems. It was established that
perennial weeds were the main plant reservoirs of dangerous viral infections, e.g. Sonchus arvensis and
Taraxacum officinale. We determined that Trifolium pratense typus L., Chenopodium album L., Plantago
major L., Barbarea vulgaris W.T. Aiton, and Ambrosia artemisiifolia L. were the reservoirs of PVY. All these
factors can lead to an epiphytotic situation.
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Фитовирусы в системе 
семеноводства картофеля
РЕЗЮМЕ
Solanum tuberosum L. поражается примерно 40 различными видами вирусов и 2 вироидами. Для
ограничения распространения фитовирусов в полевых условиях необходимо обладать достовер-
ными сведениями о видовом составе растений-резерваторов, суммарной векторной активности
переносчиков и выявлении возможных путей распространения инфекции в конкретных местах
выращивания семенного материала. Важно также выявление факторов, способствующих или пре-
пятствующих заражению растений вирусами и проявлению признаков болезней на различных
сортах картофеля. Учет проявления фитовирусов осуществляли осмотром каждого растения в
пробе, проводили по полным всходам, в фазу бутонизации-цветения и перед уничтожением
ботвы. Сбор насекомых осуществляли стандартным энтомологическим методом. Тотальную РНК
выделяли коммерческими наборами для выделения нуклеиновых кислот из растительного мате-
риала «ФитоСорб» (Синтол) с использованием магнитных частиц на автоматической станции
выделения KingFisher Flex (ThermoScientific). Нами обнаружен факт накопления фитовирусной
нагрузки в условиях отсутствия обновления посадочного материала картофеля. Исследуемые
растения картофеля содержали смешанную вирусную инфекцию, состоящую из вирусов мозаич-
ной группы: PVY, PVX, PVM, PVS PVA, а также PSTVd и PLRV. В результате отсутствия обновления
семян происходит концентрация фитовирусов в агроэкосистеме, что увеличивает дополнитель-
ную вирусную нагрузку и способствует вторичному заражению картофеля. Среди насекомых, оби-
тающих в агроэкосистеме картофельного поля, нами установлено, что векторами вирусной
инфекции являлись насекомые рода Цикадка, Henosepilachna vigintioctomaculata, Dolycoris bac-
carum, Mythimna separata, Lygus pratensis, Rhopalosiphum padi. Многие дикорастущие сорные
растения являются кормовыми для насекомых – векторов, что способствует накоплению вирус-
ной нагрузки в агробиоценозе, нами установлено, что основными растениями-резерваторами
опасных вирусов картофеля являются многолетние, т.е. зимующие сорняки, такие как Sonchus
arvensis, Taraxacum officinale. Мы определили, что носителями PVY являются Trifolium pratense
typus L., Chenopodium album L., Plantago major L., Barbarea vulgaris W.T.Aiton, Ambrosia artemisiifolia
L. Все эти факторы являются одной из основных причин возникновения эпифитотийных ситуа-
ций.
КЛЮЧЕВЫЕ СЛОВА: 
картофель, фитофаги, фитовирусы, растения-резерваторы
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    Introduction

Potato is a strategic agricultural crop playing an
essential role in the global food security. The key

biological characteristic of potato is its ability to propagate
vegetatively. However, this creates such problems as the
physiological aging of the crop and the accumulation of
specific pathogens, both of which decrease the yield [1, 2].
For this reason, monitoring and controlling viral infections
is of vital importance for the production of breeder seeds. 

Solanum tuberosum L. is susceptible to 40 different
virus species and 2 viroids. The most pathogenic and wide-
spread of them are PLRV (potato leaf roll virus), PVY (pota-
to virus Y), PVX (potato virus X), PVS (potato virus S), PVM
(potato virus M), and PSTVd (potato spindle tuber viroid)
[3-6]. Viral infections have an adverse effect on vegetative-
ly propagating crops, including potato, due to an increased
probability of vertical virus transmission via tubers from one
generation to the next. Potato virus Y (PVY) can cause 80%
yield loss, PVX – up to 15-30% yield loss, and PVS – around
10-20% [7]. Factors that facilitate the incubation, transmis-
sion, and accumulation of plant viruses in agroecosystems
include the genetic variability of viruses, the improvement
and modifications of agricultural methods, large-scale
monocrops, global transfer of plant materials, and an
increase in the population size and habitat range of insect
vectors [8]. The progression of viral diseases depends on
the interaction between the following components: the
populations of viral pathogens, host-plants, and insect vec-
tors as well as environmental conditions. Each component
plays a specific role in the spread and development of viral
infections [9]. As a disease progresses, a complex system
of ecological interactions develops: parasite – vector – host
(pathosystem) [10]. Most plant viruses rely on specific vec-
tors for the transmission from one plant to another and
code specific proteins to enable this process and thus
ensure their own survival [11]. The most dangerous insect
vectors belong to five insect orders – Coleoptera,
Hemiptera, Homoptera, Lepidoptera, and Thysanoptera.
The complex life cycles of insect vectors, including their
ability to change hosts and hibernate in winters, as well as
a high multiplication rate and adaptability to new ecosys-
tems provide almost unlimited opportunities for increasing
their population size and habitat range [12]. The transmis-
sion of plant viruses can also be carried out by protists,
ascomycota, mites, and nematodes. There are natural
plant reservoirs and focuses of infection for almost all virus-
es. Moreover, they are often located near crop fields.
Today 77 plant species from 62 genera have been regis-
tered to harbor 109 viral and virus-like infections. Infection
can remain in such focuses for a long time. The transmis-
sion of viruses occurs both ways – from natural focuses into
agroecosystems and vice versa. K.P. Dyakonov et al.
showed that infection from weeds and wild plants “returns”
to agroecosystems with the potato ladybird beetle
Henosepilachna vigintioctomaculata (Motchulsky, 1857)
and the aphid species Uroleucon gobonis Mats. This case
describes so called horizontal transmission of plant viruses
– from one host to another. Some viruses can be transmit-
ted vertically from parents to progeny [13]. Potato viruses
pose a serious danger due to the predominantly vegetative
propagation style of the crop [14]. Accumulated over the
years, potato viruses lead to degeneration and decrease
the potential yield of varieties by 30–80% [15]. The ability of

a potato virus to be transmitted via tubers is key important
for its survival and results in seed infection, which usually
causes more severe symptoms than a primary infection [5,
16]. This decreases the quality and productivity of seed
material with each passing generation.

In field conditions, the sources of PLRV are usually
seeds and weeds growing near crops. PLRV is persistently
transmitted by aphids, mechanical transmission is not pos-
sible because PLRV can not survive outside plant cells for a
long time without losing its infectivity. Various strains of
PVY and mosaic viruses PVA, PVM, PVX, and PVS are non-
persistently transmitted by aphids and other insects and
with planting material. The transmission through contact
from infected plants to healthy ones can happen when
plants are already damaged by agricultural machinery. The
mechanical transmission of PVM and PVA is not always
possible presumably due to a low concertation of viruses in
plant tissues [17-21]. To prevent plant viruses from spread-
ing in field conditions, it is necessary to have reliable data
on the species composition of plant reservoirs of viral infec-
tion, the total activity of insect vectors, and possible ways
of virus transmission in the particular territory of seed mate-
rial production. Attention should also be paid to the factors
that facilitate and hinder the disease development in crops
and the monitoring of disease symptoms in different pota-
to varieties [22].

The quality of seed material is key important for obtain-
ing high yield of potato. An objective of seed potato produc-
tion is the constant renewal of potato varieties and the use
of more promising and productive ones with certain proper-
ties to satisfy customer requirements [23]. Preserving the
varietal purity of seeds at a high level and maintaining the
initial quality of each variety over a long period of time are
the key goals of seed potato growing. In the modern condi-
tions, the large-scale production of potato cannot develop
without a well-organized system of seed potato growing
that is able to meet the demand of private and corporate
producers of potato. For this reason, a radical increase in
the quality of breeder and elite seed potatoes as well as in
the output should be a priority for the potato industry [24].
To achieve this goal, it is necessary to create a system for
controlling the circulation of viral infections not only in pota-
to fields but also in the surrounding forests. 

Materials and methods
Insects were collected by the standard methods: sweep-

ing with entomological nets, using insect traps, and the
method of 100 leaves. Dry herbage was swept with ento-
mological nets from 10 a.m. to 12.00 a.m. The samples
were collected with 10-25 sweeps in different places
across the studied field. The net was quickly shaken and
fastened at the neck after the last sweep, the sack was then
tied and placed into a killing jar. The species composition
and the number of the collected insects were determined
in the laboratory conditions [25]. A field guide was used to
verify the species composition of the insects [26, 27]. The
method of yellow pan traps is based on the ability of certain
aphid species to fly towards yellow light. Tin pans (24 cm in
diameter and 7-8 cm in height) colored with a bright yellow
oil paint were placed at a distance of 60 cm from each other
in the field and in the adjacent plot. Water was poured into
the pan traps and washing powder was added to enhance
the capturing ability. Insects were collected daily in the
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morning (at the same time) [25]. The method of 100 leaves
involved collecting 100 leaves from 100 plants in a random
order across the diagonal of the field in the mornings. The
sample consisted of 33 lower, 34 middle, and 33 upper
leaves. The leaves were wrapped in packages; the species
composition and the number of the collected aphids were
determined shortly after the collection using a stereo
microscope in laboratory conditions. The counting of
aphids on leaves was conducted at ten-day intervals [25,
28].

Manifestations of viral infections were monitored on
every plant from the sample at the stages of initial growth,
bud formation, and flowering and before the removal of
potato haulms. The severity of viral infections was calculat-
ed as percentage of plants with symptoms to the total num-
ber of plants. For visual evaluation, both disease incidence
and the degree of disease development were recorded. To
estimate the degree of damage (disease development), we
used a nine-point scale of resistance to viruses [29, 30].

Leaves of potato plants and weeds were collected in
separate filter-paper packages, rolled into polyethylene
bags and frozen at 20 ̊C to identify viruses by PCR. The leaf
surface was cleaned with a non-woven fabric moistened in
alcohol to prevent contamination. The insects were placed
in test tubes with 70% alcohol [31].

The total RNA was isolated employing commercial kits
for the extraction of nucleic acids from plant material
“PhytoSorb” (Syntol Llc) and the benchtop automated

extraction instrument KingFisher Flex (ThermoScientific)
with magnetic particles. The extraction efficiency was esti-
mated by electrophoresis in a 1% agarose gel stained with
ethidium bromide and a subsequent visualization with
exposure to UV radiation using imaging system GelDoc Go
(BioRad). Plant viruses from the insect samples were
detected by RT-PCR with fluorescent detection in real time
employing QuantStudio 5 (Applied Biosystems) and com-
mercial kits “Phytoscreen” for “Potato Virus X. Y. M. L. S. A
– RV” (Syntol Llc). Viral infections were identified by a rise
of fluorescence signal in the fluorophore channel of a spe-
cific fluorescent probe aimed at detecting the cDNA of a
certain virus in the course of PCR. The identification of
plant viruses in potato accessions, weeds, and insects was
conducted by classic PCR and gel electrophoresis. The
reverse transcriptase reaction was performed using
RNAscribe RT (Bilabmix) and a random hexanucleotide
primer. The PCR was carried out employing MiniAmp
(Applied Biosystems) [32].

The statistical processing of the experimental data was
performed using Past 4.03. 

Results and discussion
Analysis of data obtained from a visual assessment of

plants during the growing season 2020-2022 revealed various
symptoms of the disease. Viral infection was observed to
accumulate when potato was continuously planted in the
same field and when seed potatoes harvested from this field

Fig. 1. The damage caused to potato varieties by plant viruses (point score) (A); ±SD (B); 
The graph assessing the normality of distribution according to Shapiro and Wilk (C)
Рис.1. Повреждение сортов картофеля фитовирусной инфекцией (оценка в баллах) (А); ±SD (B); 
График нормальности распределения по Шапиро-Уилку (C)
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were used for planting. Viral infection accumulated in potato
tubers of varieties Avgustin, Dachnyi, Kazachok, Yubilyar,
Yantar', Belmonda, Labella, Red Lady, Sante, and Queen
Anne over the years of our research. The average degree of
damage in the experimental potato fields was 1.1 points in
2020, 1.7 points in 2021, and 3.6 points in 2022.
Manifestations of viral infections grew in number in the exper-
imental potato fields with each subsequent growing season.
Potato varieties Smak, Laperla, and Lilly experienced a slight
decrease in the severity of viral infection in the second year of
research (2021) compared to 2020 but the progression of
diseases accelerated significantly in 2022. This can be
explained by the environmental conditions of 2021 being
unfavorable for the growth and development of these potato
varieties in comparison to 2020 and 2022. The spring of 2021
was late and cold delaying the planting of potato. Precipitation
was abundant in the summer and autumn and negatively
affected potato plants in general (Fig. 1). 

There were almost no symptoms of viral infection on
variety Belmonda in 2020 but plant viruses continued to
accumulate in tubers without manifesting themselves on
potato leaves. This resulted in a higher number of diseased
plants in 2021 and 2022. The same tendency was observed
for varieties Avgustin and Red Lady. Our data are in agree-
ment with the results of Panycheva Yu.S. et al. [5] who
showed that the contamination of starting material had
been the main factor in the progression of viral infection in
an experimental field plot. The authors noted that under
optimal conditions the dynamics of virus accumulation in

fields depended on the initial amount of an infection in
plants and varieties [5].

The studied varieties were tested for the presence of
plant viruses under laboratory conditions by RT-PCR. The
tested potato plants contained mixed viral infection, which
consisted of viruses from mosaic group: PVY, PVX, PVM,
PVS PVA, as well as PSTVd and PLRV.

The following symptoms were detected on potato plants
in the first year of our research: leaf curl, bulging yellow
veins, dwarf forms, and the necrosis of leaves. Mixed viral
infection progressed and spread slowly; not all of the stud-
ied potato varieties were effected and their developmental
rates varied insignificantly. Mixed viral infection including
plant viruses from mosaic group – PVX, PVA, PVS, and PVM
– as well as PLRV and PSTVd was detected in the experi-
mental field plot in 2021. The amount of complex viral infec-
tion was not the same among the studied varieties leading
to differences in its manifestation on plants. The following
symptoms could be observed in 2021: mottles, chlorosis,
bulging leaf surface, waving leaf edges, leaf curl, dwarf
forms, curled petals, unopened buds, and red lining along
leaf edges. Symptoms differed not only among the vari-
eties but also on the same genotype. The infection resulted
in the following symptoms in 2022: mottles of different
intensity depending on the variety and the total amount of
viral infection, dwarf forms, interveinal chlorosis, red lining
along leaf edges, waving leaf edges, and leaf curl. All of the
symptoms were distinct on potato plants and demonstrat-
ed the accumulation of plant viruses (Fig. 2) [33].

a b

Fig. 2. Symptoms of mixed viral infection a) PVY, PVX, PVM, PVS; b) PVY, PVX, PVM, PVS, PLRV, PSTVd
Рис. 2. Проявление смешанной вирусной инфекции на картофеле: 
a) PVY, PVX, PVM, PVS; b) PVY, PVX, PVM, PVS, PLRV, PSTVd
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In our previous studies, we found that the distribution of
plant viruses among the studied varieties was uneven.
During the years of research, the species composition of
viruses did not change significantly. The manifestation of
symptoms depended on both the amount and composition
of the viral infection [33]. For example, a high concentra-
tion of PVX in plants of potato variety Laperla with an equal
proportion of all other viruses lead to the development of
chlorosis along leaf edges, the necrosis and deformation of
leaves, dwarf forms, and mottles. In the case of variety
Labella, a low concentration of the viruses from mosaic
group and PLRV resulted only in chlorosis but the increase
in the concentration of PVY by 7,000 times, of PVM by 90
times, and of PVS by two times lead to leaf chlorosis,
intense mottles, and uniformly yellow coloration of leaves
(Table) [33].

Over time, the accumulation of viral infection and its
transmission to progeny via tubers causes the degradation
of varieties and reduces their yield by 30-80%. Latent char-
acter of viral infections plays an important role in their grad-
ual accumulation in seed potatoes and potato fields
despite the absence of any visual manifestations on plants
and the failure of traditional diagnostic methods to detect
an infection due to its low amount. 

Our research established that the following insect
species were vectors of viral infections in the agroecosys-
tem of potato fields: species from genera Cicadella,
Henosepilachna vigintioctomaculata, Dolycoris baccarum,
Mythimna separate, Lygus pratensis, and Rhopalosiphum
padi. Additionally, leafhoppers and aphids Cicadella sp.
and Rhopalosiphum padi were vectors of PVY, PVS, PVM,
PVA, PLRV, and PSTVd.

In Primorsky kray, the potato ladybird beetle
Henosepilachna vigintioctomaculata is the most dangerous
pest. The mouthparts of chewing insects often carry infec-
tion such as PVX, PVS, and PVM along with plant juice. The
infection also passes through the alimentary canal of
insects and remains in their excrements. The most active
vectors are larvae and young adult beetles of
Henosepilachna vigintioctomaculata due to their high
mobility and voracity [34].

Many wild weeds serve as fodder plants for insect vec-
tors facilitating the accumulation of viral infection in
agroecosystems. Weeds are one of the natural sources
of viral infection for potato [35]. For example, our
research established that the main plant reservoirs of
potato viruses are perennial weeds such as the field
sowthistle Sonchus arvensis and the common dandelion
Taraxacum officinale. Plants of Tripleurospermum inodo-
rum infected with PVS suffered from different pathologi-
cal processes – changes in leaf shape, leaf curl, prolifer-
ation, the abscission of flowers and buds, purple leaf
axils, the yellowing of abscission of upper leaves, and the
general inhibition of plant growth [36]. Our research
determined that Trifolium pratense typus L.,
Chenopodium album L., Plantago major L., Barbarea vul-
garis W.T. Aiton, and Ambrosia artemisiifolia L. were
plant reservoirs of PVY. These plants had no symptoms
of viral infections. Transmitting plant viruses by weeds is
possible through their direct contact (in the case of
mechanically transmitted viruses) with cultivated plants
or due to small distances between the plant reservoirs of
infection and cultivated plants in fields (in the case of the
viruses that depend on vectors). 

Table. Quantitative estimation of plant virus load on potato varieties and petunia plants [33]
Таблица. Количественная оценка фитовирусной нагрузки на сортах картофеля и петунье [33]

PVY PVX PVA PVM PVS PLRV PSTVd

Ct Rq Ct Rq Ct Rq Ct Rq Ct Rq Ct Rq Ct Rq

Labella I
33,52
±0,19

0,15
±0,08

35,30
±0,24

0,07
±0,02

35,32
±0,24

0,02
±0,02

34,67
±0,23

0,06
±0,01

29,17
±0,41

0,06
±0,02

35,90
±0,24

0,13
±0,01 - -

Labella II
20,82
±0,29

1066
±1,01

38,09
±0,25

0,01
±0,02

36,34
±0,13

0,01
±0,02

28,97
±0,31

1,89
±0,09

28,18
±0,31

1,41
±0,09

36,51
±0,13

0,05
±0,01 - -

Laperla I
19,78
±0,27

2545
±1,01 - - - - 33,15

±0,19
0,11
±0,03

25,02
±0,15

12,53
±0,09

37,44
±0,39

0,03
±0,01 - -

Laperla II
28,79
±0,31

3,61
±0,09

36,64
±0,13

0,07
±0,02

34,10
±0,23

0,05
±0,02

31,70
±0,63

0,26
±0,03

24,72
±0,15

16,30
±0,10

35,29
±0,24

0,11
±0,01 - -

Smak I
17,63
±0,22

9407
±1,03 - - 35,55

±0,24
0,02
±0,02

31,86
±0,63

0,32
±0,03

27,28
±0,27

3,37
±0,09

39,24
±0,11

0,01
±0,01

38,68
±0,25

0,0042
±0,02

Smak II
19,55
±0,27

1605
±1,01

40,79
±0,09

0,001
±0,02

35,89
±0,24

0,01
±0,02

17,94
±0,22

3304
±1,01

27,75
±0,27

1,80
±0,09

36,42
±0,13

0,05
±0,01

25,05
±0,15

55,62
±0,09

Red Lady
30,49
±0,63

1,05
±0,09

34,96
±0,23

0,08
±0,02

34,07
±0,23

0,03
±0,02

31,66
±0,63

0,27
±0,03

27,91
±0,27

1,29
±0,03

34,98
±0,23

0,14
±0,01 - -

Augustin
32,59
±0,42

0,24
±0,08

35,51
±0,24

0,05
±0,02

36,49
±0,13

0,01
±0,02

16,05
±0,10 14767 28,95

±0,31
0,95
±0,03

37,03
±0,39

0,04
±0,01

38,54
±0,25

0,004
±0,02

Yantar
19,44
±0,27

2533
±1,01

38,17
±0,25

0,01
±0,02 - - 28,97

±0,31
2,08
±0,09

28,97
±0,31

0,71
±0,03

38,23
±0,25

0,02
±0,01 - -

Belmonda
19,06
±0,27

2294
±1,01 - - 35,54

±0,24
0,02
±0,02

33,39
±0,19

0,09
±0,03

16,13
±0,10

5510
±1,01

37,80
±0,39

0,02
±0,01 - -

Petunia sp. I
33,56
±0,19

0,15
±0,08 - - - - - - 34,50

±0,23
0,02
±0,01 - - - -

Petunia sp. II
19,65
±0,27

2699
±1,01 - - - - 36,69

±0,13
0,01
±0,02

35,38
±0,24

0,01
±0,01

37,48
±0,39

0,03
±0,01 - -
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Conclusions
Our research revealed that plant viruses accumulat-

ed in potato seed material when it was not renewed.
Without the renewal of seeds, plant viruses accumulat-
ed in agroecosystems increasing the total amount of
viral infection and causing secondary infections in pota-
to plants. All these factors might lead to an epiphytotic
situation. Among insects inhibiting the agroecosystem
of potato fields, the following species were established
to be vectors of plant viruses: leafhoppers Cicadellidae,
Henosepilachna vigintioctomaculata, Dolycoris bac-
carum, Mythimna separata, Lygus pratensis, and
Rhopalosiphum padi. Many wild weeds serve as fodder
plants for insect vectors facilitating the accumulation of
viral infection in an agroecosystem. Based on the

research results, the main plant reservoirs of danger-
ous viral infection were perennial weeds such as
Sonchus arvensis and Taraxacum officinale. The reser-
voirs of PVY were Trifolium pratense typus L.,
Chenopodium album L., Plantago major L., Barbarea
vulgaris W.T. Aiton, and Ambrosia artemisiifolia L.

The main methods for protecting potato against viral
infections are the culling of infected seed potatoes,
elimination of viruses in seed material, control of
insect vectors, and minimization of secondary infec-
tion incidence. Virus accumulation and changes in the
geography of their distribution reflect the general
dynamics of interactions between plant viruses and
their hosts under the conditions of modern agricultural
production. 
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